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Washmgton——'l“ he cluster 6f:14" televx-

sion-and-radio-microphones.faced: in- one-|

K du'ecnon, toward SenatorHenry M:* Jack--
son:: The* Washington ‘Democrath was- ex=

pounding on*a new Senate report:relahng ‘

United’ States’ foreign policy ‘and:oil im--
m‘-&zﬁa‘?«e PR uw
-Next to him at last week’s news éofer-

* enee sat Senator James A. McClure: There

was 1o microphone’ before: the'Idaho Re-?
publican and no-questions: ‘went in ‘his di-
rectxon ‘He'spoke-only after Senator Jack-"
son had set forth his views:'+ @9 TxxHd Il
" ‘The session allowed Mr. ‘"Jackson ‘to
steal the show—as usual—but it may have*
been one of-his last flings at such’ promi-’
" nence on Capitol Hill. Mr. McClure, little -

known outside Idaho, is-about to be al-;
lowed to upstage Mr. Jackson, one pi the:

Senate's best known figures:<-. T
‘When the Senate meets in J anuary s
der Republican control, the microphones:

will be shifted in Mr. McClure’s direction-

as he takes over as head of the Energy and-
Natural Resources COmmxttee replacmg
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Mr. Jackson," whox has been Congress’s- s
most recognized and vocal expert on ener-

gy. policy in. the seven years since the oil

too. .Mr. McClure; an active,’

ership,-one of the most complete: turn-;
aroundson Capitol Hill in memory.-, = i
~:Mr;-Jacksen Jed.the -battle -there by
Democrats $oc federal price controls on

* oil and backad creation of ‘the Energy De-
- partment as ibe govemment’s instrument
to deal with the energy industry. He is an
advocate-of astrong: federa} role to pro-
tect consumees. .. .

_ Senalorme shares "Ronald. Rea-
, gans

3
-+ ,-p.n-r. o Ry
B <,

: oxl, the. govermment doesn

as” said Mr=McClure in an interview off
 the Senate floor. “If there is.going to be
{+ cmmea il -3f thars i¢ going to be more natu-

£z #3On the other hand, groups représenttr g |

reaction tp -such mter».

xerence,tmhsahaolutely pecessary.; - .\
. 77 SThe ‘goveszent doeso’t’ produce any~~ :
't produce any -
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“private sector. AN s gl L
&.~“That is where we are gomg to have to
look for supply that will keep the pricesas
:‘low as possible. I think the past policy {of |
‘federal. regulations] has been a fanlure
“The voters have repudxated it e
His: voice growing firmer as he' dealt
. with a favorite subject, Mr, McClure said |-
. he-would actively press for policies that
" would.“make . the government a.partner.
+ [in"énergy "development] but would: look
primarily ‘to the private sector to.bring
some relief from our dependence .upon.
* OPEC oil imports.” 5" ™"
i - “As far as our paat polxcy is concerned,
“we have been OPECS best friend,” he
“said. -

’:,lawyer from - the.small - apple-growing |

: yond one vote.:

. Republicans, he is going to be able to set;

o

fore taking over as’ chaifman, Mr. M-
- Clure said be would like to speed up the’
decontrol of natural’ gas prices, now’
‘scheduled to be completely phased out by
1985. He also wants to-do away with the -
windfall ‘profits .tax-omoil compacies,’.
which he described as an excise tax that is:;
passed along to consumers in higher pric-:
es but which discourages production.. -
- Such sentiments and Mr. McClure’s ele~”
vaﬁon to chairman of the important ener~
gy committee are bemg gr°eted thh ,,lee,
by the industry. « “
921y our study of 57 xssues such as pnce
controls and government regulations, on~
“all 57 in three Congresses, Senator Jack-
‘soniscored zero -and- Senator MecClure~

* vice president of the: Independent Petrole-".

- ducers. “So I would say based on this sur- .
“vey - that we are overjoyed” vnth the
change in chairman.

nsumer interests. are deeply  apprehen--

‘tle close dealing with Mr. McClure be--
. cause of his antagonistic views and posi- |
“:tion only as a minoruy member of the
: commlttee -

~+He is Mr. Nuclear, Mr: Coal, \&r OuL

. the schedule and
~-Asa sxgn of his. thmkmg t'.vo months be—» ’ and agenda for the panel, ap-

studies will be made.. He already bas.

nr;..],_.‘» ot TP

4 the. subcommxttees to devote more atten-.

%| warned in the House of Representanvee in

: pow is warmng of coxmng severe mmeral

“scored 95,” 'said- Lloyd Unsell,’ executive |

- ) McCIure to press for a speedup in the leas- |
“'pm Association, a leading group of oil pro-

conservative. will.be bringing.a 'dramatic’

“philosophic change to the: committee lead- -

i West for oil and gas production, an easing?
+| of federal restrictions on the nuclear in-A
“} dustry and cutbacks in some environroen-

“sive, although their oificials have had lit-"3

. Mr Industry,” said Ed Rothschild, direc-:
tor of Energy Action. “He mll do anythmg
pthe industry wants.” ~- T,

¢ “Mp. McClure is opposed to everythmg
B we  stand for,” added Ellen Berman, direc-
tor of the Consumer= Energy Council’ “of
America. “We fear that he will give away -

B the whole ballgame, but it is hard to-imag--

itk af alacee thnt ha will ha's
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“Responding to these charges, Mr: Mc-4
Clure said: “I don't own any oil stock and
therelsnooxlmmy state” - S
:.“My. view is that there has not been
enough energy prodnc‘aon and it must be-
* increased to keep'prices at.the pump as
lovgv as possible,” he said. "7 A

FMr. McClure,.a 1ow-key, ss-year-oldf

community of Payette ob the Snake River
across from Oregon, is going to exercise |
an.influence-over: energy podcy far be--

i LI h-a Fedvdy
"As:chairman, with the expected. sup-
port of the committee’s new majority of

point the bulk of the staif and decice what

pamed as committee staff diractor his ad--
ministrative assistant, Mike Hathaway. .-
The Républicans share Mr. McClure's
emphasis on stapping up domestic energy |
production, and- most of the diminished
‘band of Democrats on Lhe commxttee also
‘areinthatcamp. . -
~ Mr. McClure said he mtends to reshape

tion to overseeing use of the public lands:
and other natural resources. As one who |

the late 1960s of the coming energy crisis -
long beiore the-embargo, Mr. McClure

shortages v WA R G
Cormmttee observers also expect Mr.:

ing of federal:lands offshore and in'the

tal controls that are said to inhibit use of-

coal and add costs to industry generally. :

“When you' consider an unemployed 1
autoworker in Detroit, his environment s !
pretty bad,™ said Senator McClure. “The”
same 1:. true of the unemployed steelwork-
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